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The Pope seems to have been appalled; he gently
exculpated himself, as innocent of these iniquities, into
which he had been betrayed by ignorance of the real
facts. Even the Archbishop of Narbonne, the Legate
Arnold, alienated from De Montfort, supported the Pre-
centor of Lyons. But the wily Genoese, Theodisc, who
had been so much in the confidence of Innocent, ad-
hered to De Montfort. He urged his valuable services,
that he had swept the land of heretics, that he had been
the champion of the Church and her rights. Innocent,
having heard both parties, declared to Theodisc, that
the contrary of his statements was true. " The Legate
had oppressed the good and just, and left the wicked
without punishment: complaints had reached him from
all quarters, against the Legate and De Montfort."

The prelates demanded that at least the territories
of Bigorre, Carcassonne, Toulouse, Agen, Quercy, the
Albigeois, Foix and Comminges (the whole conquests of
the Crusaders), should be left to De Montfort. " If he
be deprived of these lands," they boldly declared, " we
swear that we will aid him in their maintenance against
all and in defiance of all."8 The Pope calmly answered
that nothing should tempt him to injustice; " even if
Eaymond were guilty, his son was blameless; and the
son was not to bear the iniquity of the father."

It is difficult to imagine Innocent III. thus confronted,
compelled into injustice, by men who boasted them-
selves to be better churchmen than the Pope. But the
decree of the Lateran Council, despoiling Baymond of
Toulouse of all his lands and awarding them to De

9 " Et si cas es, que tu, senhor, ly
vellos ostar le dit pays, et terre, nos te
promenten et juran, que tots envers

tots nos ly ayudaran et secoweru"
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